Immunization Program Quality Standards

1.  Information and Education for Vaccinees

Before receiving the vaccine, the vaccinee must be given:

· Information about the risks and benefits associated with vaccination, including the CDC developed Vaccine Information Statements

· Culturally and linguistically appropriate information at the appropriate reading level

2.  Vaccine Storage and Handling 

· Must follow package inserts

· Influenza and pneumococcal vaccines should be stored between 38-48F (2C-8C); records of storage temperature should be maintained

· Mishandling and inappropriate storage can render vaccines ineffective

3.  Immunization History (Medical Record and Interview) 

Prevaccination screening interviews should be conducted and immunization histories of vaccinees obtained before administering vaccines. Information obtained should include:
· Vaccines previously received

· Adverse events that occurred after previous vaccination

· Pre-existing health conditions

· Allergies

4.  Contraindications

Before administering vaccine, vaccine providers must assess the presence of contraindications. If a contraindication exists the primary-care provider should be notified. Note that adults who need vaccines are likely to not be offered them because of misconceptions concerning contraindications.

· Severe systemic hypersensitivity reactions to egg protein, gelatin, neomycin, or streptomycin are contraindications for vaccines that contain these products (e.g. influenza). 

· Live virus vaccines are generally contraindicated for adults who are immunocompromised and for women who are pregnant.

· Anaphylactic reaction to a vaccine or component

· Moderate or severe illness with or without fever

· Pregnancy

· Compromised immune system

5.  Recordkeeping


Each time an adult receives a dose of vaccine, the following information should 
be recorded:

· Name

· Age

· Preexisting health conditions

· Type of vaccine

· Dose, site and route of administration

· Name of the vaccine provider

· Date vaccine was administered

· Manufacturer and lot number

· Date next dose is due

6.  Vaccine Administration

Health-care providers who administer vaccine must have the legal authority to 
do so and must be trained and licensed in all aspects of vaccine administration, 
including:

· Proper storage and handling of vaccines

· Information to be elicited from residents prior to administration

· Information to be provided to residents prior to administration

· Techniques for vaccine administration

· Ability to handle adverse reactions

7.  Adverse Events

Vaccine providers must be trained to recognize and treat adverse reactions and the equipment needed to do so must be available onsite

Serious adverse events should be reported to the Vaccine Adverse Event  Reporting System-Phone 1-800-822-7967, CDC web  
www.cdc.gov/nip/vaers.htm>

Source: CDC MMWR 3/24/2000-“Adult Immunization Programs in Nontraditional Settings: Quality Standards and Guidance for Program Evaluation-A Report of the National Vaccine Advisory Committee”

