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Case 2:

A 68 year-old man with recent hip fracture is admitted for short-term rehabilitation.  He has diabetes, peripheral neuropathy, and peripheral vascular insufficiency.  His nutritional intake is poor and his diabetes is not well controlled due to his dietary choices.  He is treated with pressure relieving devices on his chairs and bed.  He is prompted frequently to use the bathroom.  Staff also prompts him to change positions every two hours.  Two weeks after admission, he is noted to have a stage 1 pressure area on the coccyx.  

1) From the information provided, does it seem that this pressure ulcer was preventable?

2) What additional measures could have been instituted in this case?

3) What additional interventions could be instituted?

4) What systems or processes could be improved in order to increase the likelihood of a different outcome for this patient?

5) What is the likelihood of this happening in your facility?  Why?

6)  Other thoughts or insights you have based on this case?
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