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Case 3:

85 year old woman with multiple medical problems, dementia, and total immobility is admitted from the hospital with a 2 X 2 cm stage 2 pressure ulcer on her buttocks. Staff note the ulcer on admission and implement the facility pressure ulcer protocol.  3 weeks later, the NP noted it on routine visit to be a 10 X 12 cm stage 4 lesion.  Nothing was noted in the chart about the progression of the lesion 

1) From the information provided, does it seem that this pressure ulcer was preventable?

2) What additional measures could have been instituted in this case?

3) What systems or processes could be improved in order to increase the likelihood of a different outcome for this patient?

4) What is the likelihood of this happening in your facility?  Why?

5) Other thoughts or insights you have based on this case?
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