Support Devices

	Performance Characteristics
	Air-Fluidized
	Low-Air Loss
	Alternating-Air
	Static Flotation (air or water)
	Foam
	Standard Mattress

	Increased support area


	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Low moisture retention


	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	No

	Reduced heat accumulation


	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	No

	Shear reduction


	Yes
	?
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No

	Pressure reduction
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Dynamic


	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No

	Cost per day


	High
	High
	Moderate
	Low
	Low
	Low


